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The Link
Distractions
I recently heard a marvelous sermon on the topic of distractions by Pastor Jentenzen Franklin that arrested my spirit and inspired me to
seriously contemplate First Corinthians 7:35 where the Apostle Paul writes: “And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash
on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction.” (NASB puts it this way: “… but that you may
live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”) The thesaurus gives additional meaning to the word “distraction” by listing
several synonyms—diversion, interruption, agitation, etc. Contextually, Paul was making a case that marriage will inevitably distract those
desiring single-minded devotion to the Lord in that he/she will be concerned with pleasing both their mate and the Lord. He was not
speaking against marriage, but merely stating the facts. “He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—how he may please the
Lord. But he who is married cares about the things of the world—how he may please his wife” (NKJV First Corinthians 7:32,33). When a
person marries, they step into a different and challenging arena that is dually focused. Yet, there are plenty of other examples regarding
“distractions” that Paul could have used, if he had lived in the 21st century.
I am amazed how distracted we are as Christians. One of the biggest contributors to distraction is our electronics and social networking.
Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, emails, texting and a host of other distractions interrupt our family life, our employment and even our sleep.
The millennials are often seen in public fixated on their mobile phone viewing and texting while waiting in line at the supermarket or in a
restaurant. Having the convenience of a cell phone also makes it incredibly easy to connect with other humans on the planet. I can’t count
the times that I’ve been in a serious conversation with someone only to be interrupted by the chimes of their cell phone. It is a BIG
distraction! One of the most humorous distractions is seen on the free-throw line at college basketball game as a player takes a fowl-shot.
Behind the backboard in the stands are signs being waved, screaming fans and loud noises all trying to distract the apposing team from
making a point. I have had plenty of distractions since being in Uganda. Arriving at our hotel in Entebbe around 11:30 PM, MLI’s director
and I went into the hotel restaurant for a soda. I was approached by several “ladies of the evening.” They asked me where I was from and
why I’m in Africa. I simply stated I was a missionary married to a beautiful wife for 44 years. They then wanted to know if they could
come to my room so I could pray for them :). I then proposed that they sit at our table so we could talk. (We had a very revealing
conversation about their lives, their church attendance as well as sharing of the gospel.) For many, prostitutes can be a devastating
diversion with grave consequences. The next evening I was back in Jinja in my one-room apartment where there was an “expected”
distraction that has caused me many sleepless nights. Within 70 feet of my door and just over the security wall is a huge bar where the
music literally rattles the windows of my apartment until 3 or 4 AM. It is a horrible distraction! In other words, there is so much around all
of us that diverts our attention from the things of the Lord—distractions that can literally weaken our walk with Christ. God has a formula
to help all believers win the battle against the barrage of interruptions, diversions and distractions.
In the first chapter of the Book of Joshua, the reader is reminded that Moses has died and the mosaic mantle now rested upon the
shoulders of Joshua, the son of Nun. Essentially, Joshua had a church of 2.5 million people. If anyone needed a formula for success and to
successfully keep one’s focus, it was Joshua. Having this tremendous responsibility, there was much that could potentially distract, divert
and overpower him. He needed some Divine guidance. Consequently, God delivered a powerful message to the son of Nun: “…Just as I
have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people
possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. Only be strong and very courageous; be CAREFUL to DO according to
ALL the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left (don’t be distracted—stay
focused) so that you may have success wherever you go. This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be CAREFUL to DO according to ALL that is written in it; for then you will make your way
prosperous, and then you will have success. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:5b-9).
God had a plan to keep Joshua focused—on target—reducing the distractions that life (and Satan) would throw at him. It is a two-fold plan
that will work for every believer: 1) Keep your mind stayed upon the Lord through God’s Word. God’s prescription for keeping Joshua on
task was for him to be saturated with God’s law (His Word) both day and night (continually). This means that we should not only read the
Word, but also digest & regurgitate it 24/7. Also, we are to flesh-out the Word—“…be careful to DO according to all that is written in it.”
Matthew 7:24ff says it plain and simple—that those who hear and do the Word can be compared to one who builds their house upon the
rock (hearing and obeying the Word) and when the storms of life come, the house (life) will stand. We are encouraged to read,
medicate, and act upon the Word of God and to not look to the left or right. This was how Joshua was to stay focused and undivided. 2)
The second key element found in this powerful message to Joshua regarding single mindedness had to do with the ever abiding
presence of God. What this means for the 21st century believer is that we must emphatically comprehend that God lives in us—we are
the TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (First Corinthians 3:16; 6:19). Focusing on the reality that the CREATOR of the universe lives in us,
gives us power over distractions. Hence, we must be very careful what we bring into our lives & where we cast our eyes. (See Col. 3:1-3)
In Pastor Franklin’s message that I sited in the first paragraph, he illustrated how distractions can take us away from experiencing the
miracle power of God by referencing the story of Peter walking on the water: Late one evening, the disciples were rowing across the sea of
Galilee struggling against a tempestuous storm. Jesus suddenly appeared walking on the water. The twelve first thought they were seeing
a ghost. Peter bravely stepped out of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. Faith quickly turned to doubt due to being
distracted. The churning angry sea distracted Peter from keeping his eyes on Christ; consequently, Peter’s distraction interrupted the
completion of an awesome miracle moment as his focus switched to the turbulent waters. Though he had to be rescued by Jesus, credit
must be given to Peter in that he was the only one among his comrades willing to experience the full potential of a focused life.
Distractions come to us in all shapes and sizes. Yet, if you and I allow the pressures, disturbances and trouble waters of life to distract us,
we will miss God’s best and forfeit much of what He desires to do in and through our lives. But, if we stay immersed in His Word and fully
embrace His presences in our lives, we will have the ability stay focused having the ability & power to repel distractions.
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NEWS BRIEFING:

Some MLI students
studying in Mubende

TWO GRADUATIONS ARE PLANNED FOR THE MISSION LINK INTERNATIONAL
CHRISTIAN STUDY CENTERS. (AN URGENT SERIOUS IMMEDIATE NEED): Our head teacher/administrator has
informed Rick that MLI will be having two graduations on October 22nd and 29th. One is deep in the village of Mubende
(6-8 hours from Jinja—depending on the conditions of the roads—it is now the rainy season). It requires that MLI’s staff
stay in a hotel and hire a vehicle due to the difficult roads and terrain. The other graduation will be much closer in the
town of Bwingi. Hundreds will attend expecting to be fed. We are encouraging the students to help raise the necessary
food, though it always requires that MLI carry a significant part of the expense. We will need “at least” $450 for the
Mubende graduation and $225 for Bwingi. It will cost more than this mount will help tremendously. So if a handful of
people will give toward the events, we’ll meet and exceed our budget. If an overage is given, it will be a greater blessing
as we can increase the type of food prepared. This is a very special and important occasion for our Ugandan graduates!

AFRICAN WIDOWS MINISTRY: MLI is very grateful for the contributions made last month for food. It will help our widows for the next few months by
providing beans & rice. We’re also running short of soap funds. There is enough resources for October, but additional shillings are needed. Also, we would
like to purchase paraffin and wicks for our widows by which they light their homes. Please…ANY AMOUNT is appreciated for our wonderful widow ladies.
UNDERWEAR AND SANITARY PADS FOR WOMEN: We have several teams that are working on this project. However more is needed. Paige Lipscomb,
a member of MLI’s February medical team, need donations of women’s underwear (Most—Medium and some Small & Large). Also, volunteers are
needed to sew reusable sanitary napkins (Email Paige for instructions: plip08@gmail.com) . All is needed by January 5, 2017. PLEASE recruit helpers!
PAIGE LIPSCOMB TRIP FEES: Paige is a college student needing assistance for her trip to Uganda in February ($2850). She is heading up the above
project teaching women’s health. She is worthy of our support. Any gift of any size will be greatly appreciated.
MZEE JOHN: Our day-time security guard, who is 83 years old, has regained much of his strength. Due to termite infestation of his old home, he has been
forced to move into his new home unfinished. We hope to finish his house in October. There is $525 still needed to complete his home. John is worthy and
very faithful and a hard working African.
WEDDING POSTPONED: Philip and Jackie III have postponed their wedding date until November 26, 2016 due to lack of support. They are grateful to
those who have given thus far. Their budget needs are being considered by friends and church members, but poverty makes it very difficult for most to
contribute but little. Hence, any gift (great or small) will be appreciated. (FYI: Pastor Phil still needs funds—a little over $2000—to complete his home.)
NEW TEACHER: We are wanting to expand MLI’s pastor village schools and consequently must secure another teacher. Raymond Mayega, a former
student of Mission Link Christian Study Center, is being considered for this position. The school will be in the evenings in a village called Kitigoma. We will
need approximately $100 each month as well as some additional funds toward his travels. Eventually, we will need to purchase another motorcycle for
transportation. Also, Pastor Timothy of Basana has another location in critical need of a school/teacher; however, we must first raise funds for Raymond.
PHASE II MLI SCHOOL IN ELDORET, KENYA (ANY SIZE GIFT IS APPRECIATED & WE CANNOT START UNTIL WE HAVE FUNDS): Starting budget is
$7200+ to put up a metal frame & roofing (no walls). When completed, students from all over East Africa will come to learn the Bible under the leadership of
Pastor Anthony Ndambuki. Praying this phase will be completed in 2017. Also, we need to begin constructing pastor’s home.
DEAF SCHOOL: MLI has become the much needed “link” for the deaf school in the Kamuli District. Unfortunately, there is no governmental assistance
given to these physically challenged kids. Pastor Herbert and Director Elizabeth are both very grateful for the help given by Mission Link thus far. The
ongoing monthly need for food is around $370. Any funds left over from the feeding is applied to help pay other expenses that are listed. Monthly needs:
Food $370; dorm for kids $70; salaries for 5 teachers in total is $250 (gross minimum). There are other expenses, but this is a start. Thank you!
PASTOR EUTICAUL WAMBUA FROM KENYA: is enjoying great fellowship with friends. His time in the USA has been successful in raising funds for his
secondary school in Mwingi, Kenya. He is still needing ongoing assistance, but thank you for ALL the support thus far given. Please continue to pray for
Pastor and Jane as they continue their travels. They will be returning to Kenya October 11th to continue their mission work.
GENERAL FUND (VERY IMPORTANT): The GENERAL FUND gives MLI flexibility to take care of operational expenses & needs/projects—and there are
many! Without this fund, it would be very challenging to operate & assist the numerous needs we encounter “literally” day-by-day. When you give to
projects or people, would you also consider giving (specify) a little EXTRA to the general fund. Thank you!

LOOK AROUND THE HOUSE, ASK
YOUR FRIENDS AND AT CHURCH

Cell Phones, Digital Cameras,
Laptops, Christian Books
We are in need of your old cell phones &
digital cameras. Please drop them by the
MLI office OR mail them to: 1677 Avon
St. Ext, C’ville, VA 22902. Christian
books/Bibles also needed for next
shipment to Africa. Thank you so much!
KEEP THEM COMING!!!

OCTOBER 21ST - IS THE LAST DAY SIGN UP FOR UGANDA 2017 TRIP
TRIP DATES ARE FEB 11-24: The MLI Office would like to have all
28 seats filled by October 21st. The cost is $2850. There are still
some seat available that can be reserved with a $100 nonrefundable deposit. If you have any questions, please call Rick at
the MLI Office at 434-984-1995 or call his cell phone is
434-981-9101 or you can write an EMAIL - thelinkoffice@gmail.com.
Regardless of skills or giftedness, we can utilize anyone who
desires to be on mission with God. This is an opportunity of a
lifetime. Pictured left is a child waiting to see our medical team. The needs are very great in
East Africa. Come join us in February and spread the gospel in Word and deed.

Widow Elizabeth Byakika Needs a Sponsor for Monthly Support
For $30 a month (just a dollar a day) you can make a difference in the life of a widow. Your support will help pay for
school fees, medicine, home-based businesses, food, and much more.
Elizabeth Byakika: Elizabeth is 68 years old and has 4 children. Her husband died of a heart attack 11 years ago.
“I thank God for protection, care and support through Mission Link International receiving soap, stove, water filter
and medical care.” Her challenges are her grand children.
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