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The Link
Love is an Action Word 

Valentine’s Day is not just one day a year but every day

Valentine’s Day is a special time of the year to express love for 
others, especially to our wives by giving cards, candy, and 
flowers. My bride, Candy, shared with me that Valentine’s Day is 

not just one day a year but EVERY DAY. OUCH!! Does that mean I give 
her cards, flowers, and candy each day? What was she trying to 
convey? Her statement caused me to contemplate ways that a 
husband could exhibit love for his bride throughout the year: 


 
Share affirming/encouraging words; show patience/kindness; love 
notes; hugging/caressing; holding hands and holding the door for 
her (treating her like a queen); money/possession are “ours” not 
“mine;” being the priest/leader in the home (praying daily with her 
and for her); “listening” to her ideas, interest and wisdom; being 
helpful in the home; being a faithful husband (eyes for only her); etc. 


 
There are so many ways that I can ACTIVELY display love for my 
spouse. Though the phrase “I love you” is often said mechanically and 
even mindlessly; yet, do I demonstrate true love consistently? In 
evaluating my actions, words, and deeds, would I fail the “LOVE 
TEST?” One only has to ask my wife! Even more disturbing is my 
feeble attempts to consistently express/demonstrate my love for God. I 
often say to God, “I love You,” but do I really “exhibit” love daily?


Love is an ACTION WORD! The most incredible display of love by God 
in all of history is documented and demonstrated multiple times in the 
Bible. John 3:16 is the most significant expression of God’s love for 
humankind: “For God so loved the world that He GAVE (ACTION) His 
innocent/sinless Son as a sacrifice to pay the penalty for guilty/sinful 
man so that whoever believes in Jesus should not perish but have 
eternal life” (paraphrased).  This love is deeper, wider, higher than our 
human minds can comprehend. Jesus exhibited AGAPE love (the 
highest form of love; unconditional love) throughout His life on earth so 
believers could follow His example. Ephesians 5:1-2 states, 
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, 
just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma."


Before Jesus ascended to Heaven, He asked Peter three (3) times, “Do 
you love me?” Peter responded three (3) times with an emphatic 
“YES.” Jesus conveyed to the Apostle that love is more than just 
words but must be demonstrated by feeding/tending God’s sheep—
His people. The Lord was essentially saying to Peter that love is an 
“ACTION WORD.” Early on, Jesus highlighted this truth by citing the 
GREAT COMMANDMENT in Matthew 22:36-40. In essence, we are to 
Love God with every fiber of our lives and to love our neighbor.  In 
other words, Jesus is declaring that love for God is an ACTION 
WORD. Again, Jesus says in John 14:15: “If you love me, keep my 
commandments” (ACTION). Biblical love goes beyond worldly 
displays of love. Only the Holy Spirit can ignite this kind of heavenly 
love in a believer’s heart. The Epistle 1st John 3:16 lays a foundation 
for us to follow: “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for 
us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” What does it 
mean to lay down one’s life? The answer follows verse 16: “But 
whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and 
closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 

Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in DEED 
AND TRUTH” (17 & 18). Again, love is an ACTION WORD! We show 
love for others in BOTH doing kind DEEDS and in sharing the 
“TRUTH”—The Gospel. 


LISTEN: Deeds without seeking an opportunity to share the Word is 
simply a humanitarian endeavor. We DO NOT love the hearts and souls 
of people if we fail to convey God’s salvific gift—JESUS CHRIST. 
Though it may take many encounters (God’s timing) to share the 
Gospel, the target is the center of a person’s heart and soul. Allow me 
to be very candid. A true believer cannot say that they love their son, 
daughter, mother-in-law, neighbor, or an acquaintance, if they do not 
seek to share the life-giving Gospel with them. The famous preacher of 
old, Charles Haddon Spurgeon, stated: “Have you no wish for others 
to be saved? Then you are not saved yourself, be sure of that!” Love is 
holistic—loving the body and soul. True love must be concerned with 
both the physical & the spiritual of each person. Without question, this 
is the marching orders for the church and for every believer.


In the Church at Corinth, there was a multitude of problems. Division 
existed among members. Many were immature Christians, as 
described in First Corinthians. In Chapter 5, a believer was having an 
affair with his father’s wife. In Chapter 6, a dispute arose resulting in a 
Christian taking another Christian to court. In Chapter 11, some 
Christians indulged in too much wine at the Lord’s table becoming 
inebriated (drunk). In Chapters 12 and 14, there was also 
disagreement regarding church polity and spiritual gifts. Sandwiched 
between Chapters 12 and 14 is Chapter 13, entitled “The Love 
Chapter.” Mature Christian's love was a primary ingredient missing 
from the Corinthian Church. Please take time to read, study and 
memorize Chapter 13:1-13. You will soon uncover the incredible depth 
of Christian love. As the people of God flesh out Chapter 13, they will 
realize that love is an ACTION WORD 

The beginning of Chapter 13 is astonishing! Can you imagine a believer 
being an eloquent prophet, having faith to remove mountains, giving up 
“all” personal possessions to feed the poor, and being burned at the 
stake, yet not possessing a love for others? Amazing but true! Paul 
describes love as an ACTION WORD in verses 4-8 that should cause 
every true believer to reexamine their “love life.”  

“(4) Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag 
and is not arrogant, (5) does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, (6) 
does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; (7) 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
(8) Love never fails…;” 

LISTEN: Love is an  ACTION WORD! It encompasses both DEEDS 
AND TRUTH. Do you want to see lives transformed? The Apostle Paul 
lays out the prescription in Chapter 13 of 1st Corinthians that will shake 
the world for the Lord Jesus Christ. If embraced/practiced, biblical love 
will bring a heaven sent revival.  Let it first begin in our homes; in time it 
will have an eternal impact in our churches, our country and around the 
globe. 

Rick
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A Sampling of Mission Link Projects and Needs 
MILL BUILDING FOR WIDOWS: The mill is now up and running. It is 
ready for the upcoming harvest to mill maize. 

MARY KUNYA’S CAFE: Appx. $450 for tables/chairs.

NASSER—MLI’S DRIVER: Nasser cares for 12 kids. He is trying to 
establish a driving school to support his family—$800 urgently needed.

MLI’S HEADQUARTERS REMODELING: We continue to remodel in 
March constructing office space to be rented by the public. This will make MLI headquarters 
self-supporting. Your gift of ANY AMOUNT will be much appreciated. ALSO— Pressing need 
is remodeling MLI kitchen area $500. We are also needing 4 good laptops.  
WIDOW’S HOUSE TO BE BUILT: Rick and MLI’s new board member, Pastor Jackie Carver, 
will begin the process of building a widow an earth-bag home. We hope to build the home 
for $3000 or less. Your contribution will assist MLI with the first “model” home that will foster 
other homes in Africa to be constructed by volunteers from America. Some funds have been 
raised. Surplus funds will be used for house number two (2). 

MEDICAL FUND: Our medical fund continues to suffer & the demand remains great. We are 
constantly being asked to help w/ medical needs. ANY AMOUNT will be much appreciated.

SCHOOL FEES: Many Africans are stressed to raise funds for school fees. ANY AMOUNT

PASTOR EUTICAULS —Will be feeding many Africans in Kenya with donated funds. 

DEAF SCHOOL: — The deaf school is up and running. We still are waiting on the road to be 
completed followed by installation of the well. Funds still needed to complete the school.

THE GENERAL FUND APPRECIATES ANY SIZE GIFT TO MEET PRESSING NEEDS 

MLI Widows Come Together for 
Fellowship, Food and Funding!

One of the most exciting events is when MLI 
widows come together to hear the Gospel 
presented and to pray. We now have over 75 
widows supported and many more who receive 
food and soap. 

We are grateful for Esther, our widow’s 
director, and her assistant, Irene. They do a 
superb job in ministering to these in both 
Itukulu and Mafubira villages. Please pray about 
supporting a widow. It is only $30 dollars per 
month that brings encouragement and joy.

 

Number 2 Classroom in Eldoret, Kenya is Almost Complete! 
 

The second classroom is almost finished. An additional 
$3500 is needed to build the third (3) classroom. PTL—
$1200 has been raised with a remaining balance of 
$2300. Pastor Anthony is now constructing a Christian 
nursery & primary grades for grades one and two. The 
government is demanding schools to be upgraded from 
dirt floors and metal/wood siding to acceptable 
structures. Students are taught the Bible learning basic 
Christian precepts. The school helps to establish a solid 
biblical foundation for each and every student. 

Mission Link has so far funded $8,000 to build two classrooms. Actually 5 classrooms are needed, 
with desks, a table and chalk boards. This project MUST be completed very soon as schools have 
begun to reopen. Your assistance is very much needed. In addition to buildings, the school will 
eventually need 75 two-seater desks at $55 a piece. PRAYER REQUEST: Again, if we can raise 
another $3500, we can add a third classroom…or raise $10,500 and we then can complete the 
remaining three (3) classrooms. Thank you for your prayers and support!

Thirty ($30) a month brings 
great  happiness  &  needed 
provisions  for  our  African 
widows in Uganda!

Name: Naigaga Maimuna was born in 1956 
and has 3 children. Husband deceased: He 
died in 1992 of asthma complications. 
Testimony: Naigaga is thankful to God for 
protection of her life. She appreciates the help 
given my Mission Link International for 
provisions of food and medical support. 
Naigaga is grateful to God for saving her from 
being a Muslim to knowing Christ Jesus as 
Lord and Savior. Challenges: Health issues 
and a weak body are making it difficult to work 
in her garden. She also has ulcers and high 
blood pressure.

 

TEAM TRIP SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 3-17: 
There is excitement growing! If you would like to 
signup for the June trip (cost $2,950) or if you have 
questions about the upcoming trip to Uganda, please 
contact Pr. Todd Childers: musumbatodd@gmail.com 
__________________________________________ 
RICK’S TRIP: Due to covid in January, I (rick) 
postponed my trip to May. Though I have had both 
shots and a booster, the virus broke through the 
vaccine barrier to greet me in both the chest and 
head. I tentatively plan to be back in Uganda May 17 
through June 24, 2022 to prepare for the June Team 
and doing catchup. 

NOTICE: Again, March is a 
continuation of MLI’s cell phone 
collection. Please ask your family, 
friends, Bible study group and 
church (Pastor) to donate old cell 
p h o n e s ( “ e s p e c i a l l y ” o l d 

iPhones) to Mission Link. Also 
needed are laptops, tablets, keyboard. 
Thank you for helping!

Mission Link Christian Study Center has three schools in operation. Pastor James is in Balawoli Village; Pastor Paul is 
teaching in Namulesa; and Pastor Stanley is in Kasolwe village. There are challenges that all our students face. For 
example, In Pastor Stanley’s class the pastors are having a difficult time both in paying modest school fees ($14 for the 
year) and providing food for lunches. Nevertheless, our students (pastors & church leaders) are hungry to learn scriptures.
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