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The Link
The Necessity for Transition
Transition is necessary for Transformation—Growth
The Dictionary interprets the word transition as “movement or change from one position, state, stage, subject, concept,
etc. to another; for example, the transition from adolescence to adulthood.” The scriptures recount a number of
transitions that birthed major transformation. Abraham was commissioned by God at age 75 (Exodus 12) to leave Ur of
the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan. If you are familiar with the story, you know that this was a mind boggling faith
driven transition. Moses transitioned from Egypt to the land of Midian and back to Egypt forty years later that literally
“stretched” and transformed his life (Exodus 2). John and James left the Zebedee fishing business to follow the Messiah.
Without question, the transition from ordinary working men to being “disciples of Christ” literally transformed their lives.
God transforms a person who is willing to be fluid to do what seems at times to be abnormal to onlookers. Whether it is
transitioning to another city/state/country or switching a job or taking on a key role in the church, transitions are
necessary for transformation. A more current example is the person who becomes a successful athlete. He or she must
pay a price to become great at a particular sport. They must spend hours of practice accompanied by physical pain,
stress, time and expense in order to hone their skills. The result is the transformation of an athlete from an amateur to a
professional. The rewards are great but the sacrifice is momentous. In my childhood I am reminded of my neighbor, Mike
Cubbage, who used to train for hours in a batting cage installed by his father. The mechanical arm would hurl ball-afterball at lightning speeds. He eventually became an incredible athlete landing a career in baseball playing with the Rangers,
Twins & Mets. According to the internet, “Cubbage appeared in 703 games, batting .258 with 34 home runs & 251 RBIs.”
Too many times believers will not budge (transition) due to fear or the level of diﬃculty or simply complacency. Anyone
having their spiritual sails UP gives freedom for the Holy Spirit to fill their sails moving them forward to new places and
experiences all of which stimulates transformation. The pursuit of excellence in life brings forth the kind of transformation
that glorifies God…A life not wasted but invested! (Paste this link in YouTube: https://youtu.be/HhBNGdS5Kqk ).
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you
may win. And every one who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive
a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. Therefore, I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a
way, as not beating the air; but I buﬀet my body and make it my slave lest possible, after I have preached to
others, I myself should be disqualified” (1 Corinthians 9:24-27).
Mission LINK International is in transition! This year, God is moving MLI into new transformative territory. Though we
were looking at moving our oﬃce to Pearisburg, Virginia, the board is convinced that God is preparing a transitional door
to another location in Virginia that will help expand the vision, viability and longevity of our mission. It will be
transformative! In the coming months, I will share with you more about this exciting move as we together look to the
CREATOR of MLI to direct our steps. Our sails are UP, and we are confident that God has a bright expansive and
transformative future for the ministry of Mission Link International. Praise Him!
Rick
PRAYER REQUEST: Pictured is Heather and her two children Amelia and Adeline. Heather has dealt
with colon and liver issues since she was twelve years old. Doctors have recently discovered two
tumors in her liver. She recently had chemotherapy to kill the growing cancers. We pray that the
invaders will be controlled and alleviated through treatment. Heather’s husband is a Commander in
the Coast Guard stationed at Quantico, Virginia. Heather’s brother, Matthew, will be undergoing
extensive testing at the UVA Hospital to see if he can be a candidate to give his sister part of his
liver. First John 3:16 states: “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to
lay down our lives for the brethren.” The sacrificial gift of Matt’s liver demonstrates his great love for
God and his sister. Please pray for Heather, Matthew and their families as they step forward in faith.
Matt is an investigator with the Cleveland Country Sheriﬀ Depart, North Carolina.
Mission Link International
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Major Help is Needed!
HELP IS NEEDED: MLI is the “financial link” for national support and ministry projects.
Though the General Fund is a viable option, below are “some” current needs & requests.
• Motorcycle (insurance & tags) for our teacher$1500
• MLI TEACHER: Monthly support for MLI teacher…Paul Akise - $100 per month.
• TEACHER IN TANZANIA: Monthly support for our teacher in Kigoma—Julius Lusinda
- now needing $100 per month
• THOMAS KUNYA: The one who keeps our funds and distributes them has been a VERY
great asset to our mission in Uganda. He is building a house that is up to the ring beam.
However, he is needing $2750 to put a roof on the structure to protect the mud fired bricks
from the rains. The rains have now stopped, but will begin again in March.
• DEAF SCHOOL LAND: Herbert stated that three to four acres have been made available
for the school to purchase. Though MLI does not have funds to build a school, purchasing
the land is the first major step toward that goal. The cost is about $4800 which includes
legal fees. Please join us in prayer to secure this property. Due to the fact that the land is
priced extremely well, it will not last long.
• WIDOW REQUEST: Please consider writing your widow often to encourage her. Letters
and cards need to be received by January 1st, May 1st, September 1st. Also, please try to
keep your monthly contribution to your widow current. Thank you!
• WIDOW PROJECT SUPPORT: Our Itukulu widows milling project is
bricked half way and latrine is sealed. Rains will begin in March, and we must
get the building under roof as soon as possible. Any gift appreciated. The
widow pictured right needs a wheelchair and calcium pills. It may be possible
to find a good used wheelchair that can negotiate the rough terrain. A used
chair can possibly be gotten for $135 (Though the condition determines price).
• DR SAM CHOLI: Sam, a medical worker and friend of MLI, needs your help
to fence in his compound so he can raise chickens for an income and to keep thieves from
stealing. Dr. Sam kindly request $1650 to make this project a reality.
• OTHER IMPORTANT NEEDS: The Medical Fund is constantly being used. Any
amount is appreciated. Also, please keep the Street Kids Fund coming. Any amount
is appreciated. Monthly salaries for several staff members $50 and two pastors at $70
(Pastor Emma and Pastor Wasawa). Thank you!
• OTHER MLI PROJECTS: Uganda Oﬃce needs to replace phone system (four phone
set) $60; 2-laptops used. Shelia, MLI Receptionist, is going to school on the weekends to
learn accounting. The fees per term is $125.
Pastor James Abalyawo (Head Teacher): Pastor
James wrote me recently to say a truck with low milage is
for sale (pictured left) and being oﬀered to him at a very
special price. Unless there is one or two who can fund
this request, it will be missed. James can both use this for
his transportation, farm use as well as being available for
MLI’s hauling needs (feed for chickens, transport
baggage/equipment for USA teams, etc. ) James can also
make extra income by hauling supplies for others. The
price is $7,700 which will take care of the purchase
price, license and insurance. Pastor James has headed up
our frontline ministry discipling pastors and church
leaders for many years. He is fulfilling the great
commission as commanded by Christ in Matthew
28:19-20. Your prayers and financial gifts make miracles
like this happen.
Used Laptops: We are in need of three laptops for our
staﬀ. The only way that they can be transported is by our
teams. They will replace several old computers. Good
used computers are very okay. Thank you!!

February 2020

February 1-14 to UGANDA: The MLI team will be
hosting 4 days of conferences, sharing at a prison
and deaf school, working with street kids,
preaching in various churches, & hopefully planting
a church. Please be in much prayer for Pr. Jackie &
Glynda, Pr. Todd, Richard, Terri, Connie & Lynn as
well as our African staff & volunteers.
June 4-18 to UGANDA (1st wave of volunteers)
will be hosting a conference with staff & pastors.
June 13-26 (2nd wave of volunteers) Catawba
Valley Baptist Church is leading the way with a
sizable team signed up to travel to Uganda in
2020. We still have a few tickets still available, so
please connect with our office soon. This will be a
life changing experience. Email for more info:
stephen@catawbavalleybc.org
January 28 - March 4 to UGANDA: Rick will be
preparing for the USA Team. Feb. 29th is MLI’s
graduation of 26 students in Buhwezu Village.

NOTICE: February is a continuation of
MLI’s cell phone collection.
Please ask your family,
friends, Bible study class,
and church (Pastor) to
donate their old cell phone to
Mission Link. Also needed are laptops,
tablets, electronic keyboard, and
cameras. Thank you for helping!

Thirty dollars
($30) a month
brings great
happiness to an
our African Widow!
Will you prayerfully
consider adopting
this dear widow?
Manjeri Nabirye: Manjeri was born in
1956. She cares for three children. Her
husband died in a vehicle accident July
2015. Manjeri states: “I thank God for
my salvation and for the care/support
given through MLI.” Her present
challenge is to the renovation her
house structure and to pay for school
fees for the children. Manjeri
fellowships with Itukulu Baptist Church.
Rev. Geoffrey Kadogo is her pastor.

GENERAL WIDOW’S FUND
This fund helps support the many
widows in Itukulu who do not have a
sponsor. The needs in this village is
great as many are peasant farmers. Any
amount given will bless our widows.
Thank you so much!
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