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The Link
Greatness—God’s Heroes
What does true greatness look like through the eyes of God?
Newspapers, magazines and history books are brimming with examples of men and women recognized as superheroes. Athletic
achievements, astronauts, heroic acts of first responders, recipients of the purple heart or the sacrificing of one’s life to save another
are all considered tremendous acts of greatness. The Bible is also replete with examples of
Become a hero to a poor African
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fame and greatness. Yet, as important as historical and biblical examples are, Jesus had some
sobering words to say about true greatness. It goes without saying that Jesus is the greatest of the
great, but He delivers to the listening ear a Kingdom picture of true greatness that the world knows little about.
A dispute arose among His followers as to which of them would be the greatest. Dr. Luke records the story in Luke 9:46ff. “'And Jesus,
perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little child and set him by Him, and said to them, “Whoever receives this little child in My
name receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be great.”’ In Mark
10:43-45 the Lord gives a clear path for believers to follow if they desire to be great: “For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great
among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.” The road to “true” greatness is not
understood by the world. People today seek power, money and significance. Many desire to leave an impressive legacy for others to
admire. In fact, many live and thrive over the accolades and praises that others give. Yet, Jesus demonstrated that heroes of the faith
(greatness) are those who LIVE a life of service and giving. The widow’s gift of two copper coins as recorded in Mark 12:41ff
demonstrates true sacrificial giving. While at the same time many contributors were giving impressive amounts from their surplus, the
widow gave more than all the other contributors! In John 13:1ff, Jesus displays the ultimate example of greatness. Knowing that His
disciples would soon desert Him during the trial and crucifixion, He took the towel and basin and washed their feet. Jesus taught His
followers that he did not come to be served, but to SERVE and to GIVE His life (Mark 10:45). Innate in all of us is the desire to be
somebody—to be GREAT. Yet, Jesus visibly demonstrates that greatness is having the heart and disposition of a servant.
“The late Dawson Trotman, the founder of the Navigators, was visiting Taiwan on one of his overseas trips. During the visit, he hiked
with a Taiwanese pastor back into one of the mountain villages to meet with some of the national Christians. The roads and trails were
wet, and their shoes became very muddy. Later, someone asked this Taiwanese pastor what he remembered most about Dawson
Trotman. Without hesitation the man replied, ‘He cleaned my shoes.’” (The above quote cited from the web)
God’s heroes are those who are willing to get down in the trenches with hurting humanity…caring for and loving those who otherwise
would never know the touch of our Savior. Do you want to be great in God’s eyes? Then love like Christ loved and become one of
heaven’s great heroes.

Rick

Pr. James Obalyawo

The Great Commission is to “make disciples of all nations.” Africans accepting Christ as their Lord and Savior is
only the beginning of discipleship. Mission Link’s staff (Pr. James, Pr. Stanley, Instructor Paul, Instructor Julius)
are actively involved in training pastors and church leaders. They are establishing a solid theological foundation
for their students. Our head teacher, Pastor James Obalyawo, writes: “Last week I was in Bugiri and the students
have gained much interest in the teaching. The Chairman LC-3, who has mobilized the class, submits: ‘If I had
the authority within my region regarding pastors, I would rule that only those who have gone through Mission Link
International training would be allowed to teach or preach in the churches.’” James states: “This has given me
much courage to continue doing what God has called me to do for His honor and glory.” James has now
mobilized a class in Budondo and another in Nakaseke. MLI is very grateful for the leadership of Pastor James.

ASSISTANCE: I’m so grateful for your gifts for
our new headquarters. OSHA gave the facility a
clean bill of health and so we can now “restart”
the work! A team of plumbers and electricians
from Virginia Tech have volunteered to begin
tearing out walls, wiring and plumbing (much to do). The neighboring
church has volunteered to mow the narrow band of grass! Others have
indicated they want to volunteer. Amazing! Funds are still needed to
help purchase new timbers, wiring, piping, flooring, etc. GBU!
Mission Link International

Thomas and Mary Kunya are the proud parents
of a beautiful baby girl weighing in at 7.6 pounds.
Her name is Mukyala Paula Stella. John and
“Paula” Sauder, missionaries to Uganda, are
Tom’s American family. He lived with them while
attending Makerere University in Kampala. Tom
serves as Mission Link’s bookkeeper—an
excellent staff member. Mary occupies space in
MLI’s Headquarters for her bakery business.

Editor of “The Link” is rws
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Staﬀ Teachers Continues to Need: Paul Akise, though recently been given a gift towards his salary, he is still
needing a monthly donor for his salary of $90. Julius Lusinda, our teacher in Tanzania also needs $90 a month as
well; HOWEVER, any amount monthly will really help. Note: Julius has started a 2nd pastor’s school in Tanzania.
Our teachers are discipling pastors/leaders in obedience to Matthew 28:18ﬀ. This is FRONTLINE MINISTRY.
Street Kids Fund: Azam requires $160 x 3 Terms = Yearly $480 yearly fee. Azam really really needs a donor. If you can help with just one term of
$160, will be a great help. AZAM is a well mannered student and is oﬀ the streets! However, he is struggling with reading and writing. Please pray!

News Brief

Esther (MLI’s Widow’s Director) will have the roofing system installation finished in September. The timbers have dried suﬃciently
for construction to begin (pictured left). We are now ready to receive funds for the next phase of construction. Pastor Philip, MLI’s
Director for Uganda, desires to continue completion of his home. Present need is about $430 for inside plaster.
The Deaf School: Mission Link is the MAIN source of funding. There are 38 children benefiting from this school. Pastor Herbert
and staﬀ are very grateful for MLI’s assistance. We are very very GRATEFUL for funds that have supported school operations.
Rick’s Trip Needs: Six (6) months Apt Rent in Uganda (rather than paying for hotel) is $820; One (1) month Cell/Data—$83; Power/Water—$65
Pastor Euticauls Wambua in the USA: Pastor Wambua is from Nairobi, Kenya. He is building a large high School in Mwingi, Kenya. He will be at
First Baptist Church in Charlottesville, Virginia October 14th. Please contact our oﬃce if you are interested having our brother share his story/vision
while in the Ch’ville area from October 9th thru the 14th (14th evening service) in Charlottesville: 434-981-1995 or thelinkoﬃce@gmail.com.
Kenya Computer Lab Funding for 2019: MLI’s Vice President, Wendell Drumheller, is heading up this mission in the summer of 2019. We will now
need “at least” $3000 for the furniture & equipment. Your help is GREATLY appreciated.
Critical Need for Pastor Wasawa’s House: He still needs $585 to finish enclosing his house, plaster walls and put cement on the floor. The floor of
his home is cow dung. Also, Pastor and his large family (8 kids) have very little furnishings.
Motorcycle for MLI’s Teacher: Transportation is such a critical need for our staﬀ. I would love to be able to update Pr. James’ m-cycle. The amount
needed is $1200 - $1500 (m-cycle, helmet, gas tank cover and insurance). We may be able to reduce the price by $300 by selling the old m-cycle.
GENERAL FUND—Our lifeline: This fund keeps everything moving forward in the USA and in East Africa. Your contributions not only keeps
the ministry operational, but helps sustain many of the projects. Thank you for believing in and trusting MLI with your mission dollars.

PRAISE GOD FOR FAITHFUL FRIENDS!
Pastor James: Because Pastor is away from his family and church
several weeks each month, he finds it diﬃcult to maintain his garden
that feeds his large family and pays for school fees. Any size gift
given to Pastor James to help maintain his family is much appreciated!
Temporary funding for Sheila, MLI’s receptionist, was given by a
donor but she still needs permanent support of $50 per month.
JoAnne—Chickens: JoAnne lives on Buvuma Island (Village
Kadomola) Her husband had a severe stroke. She wants to raise
layers (chickens) to help support her family. She needs $180 to make
this happen (50 chickens—“not” baby chicks, shots, charcoal for
warmth, etc.) They GAVE the land for Kadomola church plant.
GIVEN! $325 for Kadomola MLI church plant —completes this project.
Mzee John, MLI security guard (age 85) lost his daughter in an
accident. She cared for John during his sickness. John has many
challenges financially and medically. A small gift will help him greatly!
Cell Phones: We need phones!
We are able to use some
phones in Uganda and the rest
are sent to a recycling center.
Please ask your family, friends
and church to collect cell
phones especially those with SIM cards. Also,
if you have laptops, electronic keyboards or
Christian books, we have a home for them as
well. This is a simple way to assist MLI. GBU!

Pastor Anthony Ndambuki needs assistance until he can get
his nursery school up and running. His major expense—three (3)
teacher’s salaries at $100 each per month.
MLI Oﬃce Pearisburg: We are grateful for the ongoing funds
given toward the purchase of the new MLI building in
Pearisburg. Any gift to help MLI purchase piping, wiring,
flooring, lumber, etc. for remodeling will be greatly appreciated.
Medical Fund: Monies have been given toward the medical
fund, but much more needed.
GENERAL FUND (GF): As with any ministry, there are those
who are oblivious to what it takes to operate a mission (or a
church ministry). A check written to support an African or a
project must go through a process to reach the recipient in a
distant land. Over seas expenses: Our Ugandan headquarters,
accountant, corporate attorney, taxes, 10 staﬀ salaries, projects,
fuel, maintenance and critical needs not covered specifically by
donors, etc. ALL rely on the General Fund.

Evangelistic/Church Planting Trip Feb. 2-15, 2019:
ONLY THREE (3) WEEKS LEFT TO SIGN UP. All skill
levels and giftedness are needed as we minister in
various African villages. Our hope is to plant another
church. Please call/email Rick if you desire to signup or if
you have questions about the trip: 434-981-9101 or
thelinkoffice@gmail.com. This will be an exciting trip.
Rick will be in Uganda/Kenya Sept. 26 thru Oct. 25.
Please be in much prayer for him and his family.
Submit widow cards/letters for Rick to carry w/ him.

Special Prayer:
Ca n d y h a s h e r k n e e r e p l a ce m e n t
operation on November 5th.
Heather is now being scheduled for the
first week in December for colon surgery.
Continue to believe and pray that God
will intervene and heal her body.
Also: Mzee John, Tom/Mary Kunya &
baby Paula, Esther, Alex & Feb TEAM.

Bring Happiness to an African Widow for only $30 a Month! Will you prayerfully
consider adopting this dear widow? She desperately needs a loving family.

3rd Month Listed
Only $30 per month

Edith Nakisige was born in 1971 and has six (6) children. Her husband died of “dysentery and
vomiting” in 2009. Edith thanks her God who has kept and provided for her. She is also happy for
the piggery project from MLI and other basics like soap, medical clinic, etc. Edith fellowships at
Itukulu Baptist Church. Her pastor is Pastor Kadoko.
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