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The Link
Deaf 

Many have ears but do not hear

Mission Link’s staff are amazed to see how God has blessed the 
deaf school with new buildings. Though we have a distance to go 
to finish, the school will be functional though incomplete. On less 

than three acres in Kamuli District, our engineering team from Buvuma 
Island constructed the following buildings: The administration block and 
the sixth classroom; five classroom block; teachers dorm (four separate 
rooms); girls dorm and chaperone room; boys dorm and chaperone 
room; kitchen block and storage; latrines. Pastor Herbert and 
headmistress Elizebeth both have said, “It is like a dream come true!” 
MLI’s Pastor Emmanuel, the overseer of the deaf school construction 
site, said that his heart is filled with tremendous gratitude and joy. The 
deaf students, who have visited the new school, could not believe their 
eyes. They all had big smiles on their faces. Though they cannot hear, 
they sincerely see/understand that God has given them a safe, clean, 
modern place to study and learn. No more dirt floors or cramp/damp 
sleeping quarters! Though the children live in a world void of sound, in a 
real sense, they can hear with their eyes/mind and respond with their 
hands (sign language). Yet, do you know that many people have good 
hearing but ironically do not hear? For example--After miraculously 
feeding the 5000 & 4000, the disciples wondered how they would eat 
having only one loaf of bread. Jesus reprimands them, stating: “Having 
eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear” (Mark 8:18)? 
With a few fish and loaves, Jesus fed the multitudes! 

There are times that Candy (my wife) will share 
something with me, but I do not hear due to being 
focused on something else. Can you recall when 
talking to someone you that they were not really 
listening even though they were nodding? Either 
they are distracted or thinking of what they would 
say next, rather than giving you their undivided 
attention. Have you ever listened to a sermon but as 
soon as you exit the church building, you cannot 
remember the message? You may be able to recall 

the joke/humor the pastor shared, but the meat of the sermon went in 
one ear and out the other. We all are guilty of not truly listening when 
others speak. Do you know that God hears and speaks to us, but we are 
often distracted by worldly activities or simply too busy? God does not 
typically speak in an audible voice but through many venues. For 
example: 
1) God speaks through other people: “Listen to advice and accept 

instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future” Proverbs 19:20.  
2) He speaks through His creation (Romans 1:18-20; Psalm 8). Take 

time to gaze into a moonlit/starlit sky. The heavens reveal a Divine 
Architect regardless of what scientists may think or say.  

3) God also speaks through dreams and visions, especially in the “last 
days,” as referenced in Joel 2:28 and Acts 2:17.  

4) There have even been times when God has appeared to His people. 
Again, there are many examples in the Bible where God speaks/
appears directly though no one has ever seen His face (i.e., Moses 
and the burning bush in Exodus 3:2ff; to Abraham in Genesis 
22:11; Transfiguration of Christ in Luke 9:28ff; etc.). Biblical 
manifestations of God are called a theophany. 

5) The Lord speaks to the inner man—our spirit. Have you felt the “tug 
of God” when He wants you to do something? Many references are 
cited  in the scriptures where the Spirit speaks to the believer’s spirit.  

6) Prayer is an excellent way God speaks to us. Most believers do not 
understand that prayer is not a monologue (just me talking) but a 
dialogue. We must be still and listen to God. The Lord has 
something He wants to say to us if we perk up our spiritual ears. 

7) Did you know that the Word of God literally speaks to our spirit if we 
are tuned in—genuinely listening? We are often so busy reading 
through the Bible that we never discern (hear) what God is saying to 
us personally. Also, do you realize that a lost individual comes to 
faith through the POWERFUL LIFE-CHANGING  LIVING WORD?  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes…” (Rom. 1:16a). 
“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word 
of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 

Not only does the Word open our hearts to the gift of salvation, but it is 
also a guiding light to all Christians in how one should live (119:105—
Please contemplate/read all of 119.) The Epistle James reminds the 
Body of Christ: “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves” (1:22). Hebrews 2:1 also gives us a severe 
warning: “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, lest we drift away from it.” Again, Jesus warns His disciples in 
Mark 8:18: Having eyes do you not see, & having ears do you not hear? 

LISTEN: We need to make sure we strive to hear/listen to God. He is 
constantly broadcasting to us in various ways. Yet, make sure our ears 
are tuned in to HIS FREQUENCY. Satan does everything possible to 
distract us—to fill our ears with worry and the cares of the world. If we 
take notice of what we put before our eyes and into our ears during the 
course of a day, it will be a valid indicator of what fills our hearts. I am 
afraid we are more interested in what CNN or Fox News has to say than 
our Lord. Take time to be still and LISTEN to God. Do not be spiritually 
deaf or hard of hearing. Solomon was inundated with distractions with 
fame, great wisdom, a multitude of women, wine and wealth only to end 
his life with the immortal words: “The end of the matter; all has been 
HEARD. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every 
secret thing, whether good or evil” (Eccl. 12:13,14). God is speaking—
are you listening? GBU!  Rick

(Left to Right)—Deaf School; Pastor Emmanuel’s new house; Pastor Wasawa now has his own land for a 
garden; Meeting at the Widow’s Milling Project to secure land to grow corn; Milling building & new equipment.
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Thirty ($30) a 
month brings great 
happiness & 
needed provisions 
for our African 
widows in Uganda!

 
Catherine Tezikya  was born February 21, 
1957 and cares for   5 children. Husband died of 
s u i c i d e t h r o u g h s e l f - p o i s o n i n g i n 
2 0 0 9 .  C a t h e r i n e  i s t h a n k f u l f o r h e r 
salvation! She  fellowships with believers at the 
Itukulu Baptist Church (Pr. Kadoogo). Now that 
she  has Christ, Catherine is  able to forgive 
others. Catherine is also thankful for the 
provision of God through Mission link during 
the Covid situation. Challenges: She has poor 
crop harvest most of the times.  Lack of house 
shelter.


News and Needs! Needs are piling up! Yet, for the past 24 
years God has opened doors for MLI to assist many Africans. UGANDA NEWS 

TRIPS TO UGANDA 
Rick’s Deployment —-Return May 27, 2021 
Rick’s Return—-June 25, 2021 
MLI Summer Trip Deployment directed by 
Pastor Todd—-June 5-18, 2021.  Please pray 
for the team and for a safe & fruitful ministry.. 
 

MLI’s February 2022 Trip. Email: 
musumbatodd@gmail.com for information. 
There is a $200 scholarship for those 
committing to the February trip. A $100 
nonrefundable sent to MLI is required. 

Below Uganda's pandemic report 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATES 
As of April 27, 2021—No longer 
being updated as covid cases 
are few. However, Kenya is on 
the rise. Please Pray! 

NOTICE: Again, MAY is a 
continuation of MLI’s cell 
phone collection. Please ask 
your family, friends, Bible 
study group and church 
(Pastor) to donate their old 
cell phone to Mission Link. Also needed 
are laptops, tablets, electronic keyboard, 
and cameras.  Thank you for helping!

HELP! New Mailing Address
MLI is  having issues with delayed forwarding of 
USPS  mail!  The  mail  remains  slow  and  will  be 
extremely  slow if  mailed  to  our  former  address.  
Please  use  the  following  address  for  future 
mailings to Mission Link Int’l:  

MISSION LINK INTERNATIONAL 
PO BOX 338 

PEARISBURG, VA 24134 

CURRENT “SAMPLING” OF NEEDS: 


 Widow Florence (pictured) serious head injury; procedure may be $2800—$4200 
 MLI Director Philip Tenywa needs help w/ muddy entrance to his dwelling—$375  
 Bookkeeper Thomas Kunya: Tom wants to complete his house. Several needs 
remain: Two pressing needs are: Inside painting $400; Outside plastering $700

 Evangelist Richard’s Kasanka is now at the Ring Beam of his house. It would be 
good if we could work toward helping him with the roofing system.  Any amount is appreciated. 

 DEAF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION: Plastering the walls inside $5,500 and outside $6,000; 
Painting ($?); soon, we need a water-well $6,500; security poles/fencing and guard- house ($?); 
school furnishings!—desks, chalkboard, etc. ($?). Any amount appreciated. Additional land can be 
purchased for $2500 (40’ x 910’) used for the garden that students can help maintain. Stone for 
muddy areas ($700); The school will soon be occupied by kids/teachers regardless of completeness. 
The school will also need additional monthly support to meet growing needs.

 MLI’s driver, Nasser, needs assistance to start an income making project. The cost is $875 to 
certify his future driving school. He also needs funds for office rental (plus a desk, chairs, etc.).

 Flavia needs monthly support of $335 to care for Albinos. This is her passion and mission in life!

 Emergency medical fund: Additional funds needed—A major increase in medical issues. ($?) 
 Tires for MLI Van needed: $400; however, shocks were installed on the van—great improvement! 
 THE GENERAL FUND:  THANK YOU FOR HELPING MLI THROUGH THE GENERAL FUND!  

I am back from Uganda (Rick) to report that Mission Link has assisted many hurting Africans. MLI 
does not typically seek churches for support (though many help us, and we are very grateful). We 
rely on God speaking to those who believe in Mission Link’s mission and focus. The following are a 
few examples of how God has blessed the people of Uganda/Kenya through donors and churches 
who have given generously to Mission Link. 
KAMULI DEAF SCHOOL: Construction continues on the school in preparation for the return of 
children to school. Though the buildings are not finished, they are close to the point of being occupied 
as soon as the government documentation is finalized. We would love to put ceilings in all the 
buildings, plaster inside and, outside and paint. Also, when funds are available, we will need to build 
desks, and chalkboards. Also, a drilled well is essential for clean water. The road to the school 
desperately needs improvement as it is very challenging to reach the school during the rainy season. 
Otherwise, the school’s staff and children are VERY excited about their new place to study and live.  
PASTOR WASAWA: MLI improved his living space for his large family of eight (8) last year. Next to 
his house and church is a 2-acre plot/garden with a stream flowing in the middle. A deposit was given 
to secure the property by MLI, paying half of the cost. This summer, the balance is due: $450. 
PASTOR EMMANUEL: Pastor Emmanuel, a former student of MLI’s School, has recently been 
ordained as Pastor of MLI’s church plant in Kagira. For several years Emma has watched over the 
widow’s chicken project in the village of Mafubira. However, he now needs to live near the church to 
be in a position to minister to his flock. MLI has purchased a home on a 40’ x 200’ plot.                                                                             
It is a dream come true for this man of God. The house does not have doors, windows, ceiling or floor 
(needs a cement floor). Also, he will need a latrine. Nevertheless, it is a fantastic start for Emma.  
MILLING PROJECT: MLI is in the process of installing milling machines. One of the two electric 
motors is 50 horsepower that took 4 men to lift. The son of a widow will be trained to operate the mill. 
MLI recently purchased an acre of land near the mill to grow maize (corn) to feed the widows.  
MARY’S BAKERY AND TOM//MARY’S HOME: A heavy-duty mixer is forthcoming for Mary’s bakery. 
MLI is now installing new drain lines in the MLI building to accommodate her bakery project. Also, 
MLI and donors have given much to construct their new home. 
DR MOSES’ NEW SCHOOL: Dr. Moses has assisted MLI with a number of children having hernia 
issues that donors funded. (Also, operated on our Dr. Sam). He and his wife have now started a 
school for kids. MLI has assisted with some critical needs as well as gifted them with a LARGE safe. 
PASTOR ANTHONY OF ELDORET, KENYA: Donors assisted Pastor Anthony with critical needs. 
PASTOR EUTICAULS WAMBUA OF NAIROBI, KENYA: Donors gave $14,000 “plus” to help a child 
needing surgery to repair a hole in his heart. Pastor Euticauls is VERY GRATEFUL to donors. 
OTHERS HELPED DURING THE MONTH OF MARCH/APRIL: MLI assisted 120 widows with food/
soap/salt, and many widows were given support monies from their donors; many Albinos were given 
food/soap/salt. Street kids helped with clinic fees, medicines, rent, food, painting supplies, etc.; tuition 
assistance for Shelia (MLI’s receptionist) & her sister; Pastor James’ son, Isaac, given tuition for 
vocational school; tuition help for Nasser & Pastor Bumba kids; tuition and requirements for several 
street kids; Funds given to Pastor Timothy who is battling with cancer; a number of medical needs  
for widows including widows Florence & Janati; bailed out a street kid from Jail (Zack); MLI’s driver 
Nasser drivers license renewal; repairs on MLI Lubas compound plus installed shocks on MLI Van; 
major engine repair for Pastor Phil’s vehicle; spray pump for Pastor Wampande’s garden; fixed 
borehole (well) in Itukulu. Paul (MLI teacher) was helped financially (and used MLI van) with his 
recent marriage. A number of other needs were met. Your contributions enable MLI to help many. 
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